Do you ever notice an increase in your water bill in the
summer? That’s because, on average, 50 to 60% of your
water consumption is used 3.485
on your landscape! Water is our
most valuable natural resource, so let’s use it wisely!

T

he DWP’s Xeriscape Demonstration Garden mixes innovative design ideas
with plant species that work well in our mountain climate. The garden is
located on Fox Farm Road across from the Kmart parking lot and in front of the
China Gardens of the Big Bear Valley Community Gardens Project.

The DWP provides free water to the China Gardens in exchange
for space to build the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden.

Bear Valley
Xeriscape

Why Xeriscape?

T

he Bear Valley sits at an elevation of 7,000 feet in the San Bernardino
Mountains. The Valley’s climate is Mediterranean with warm, dry
summers and cool, moist winters, but can vary greatly from year to year.
Additionally, the air is thin and dry, resulting in high evapotranspiration rates.
This means that when you irrigate, a 3.515
high percentage is lost via evaporation
and transpiration and therefore doesn’t benefit plants. This weather and
climate variability can make landscaping a challenge!

3.55

Planting Guide

3. Rockin’ Native - Chocked full of native plants and various styles of
4. The Good Grass - Tall grasses, short grasses, even fake grass!
5. Hardscape Haven - Not sure what type of hardscape or mulch you

What is Xeriscape?
Xeriscape is a water-efficient landscaping method. People often think
Xeriscaping incorporates only rocks and cacti. ‘ Xeri’ does not mean “zero”
but comes from the Greek word ‘xeros’ meaning dry. Combining seven basic
landscaping principles, Xeriscaping can create lush, colorful landscapes in
dry climates.

Grouping plants with similar sunlight and water
needs minimizes water waste. In general, turf
grasses will need the most water and flowering
perennial beds and shrubs will need less. Plant
them in areas that match those requirements.
Place moderate-water-use plants in low-lying
drainage areas or in the shade. Drought tolerant
and native plants do well in sunny, dry areas and need little to
no irrigation once they are established. Be sure to plant species with
different heights and blooming times to add texture and color throughout
the summer.

4. Alternative Turfs & Practical Turf Planning – By far, turf grasses

consume the most water. Limit the amount of turf in your Xeriscape
to a practical size. Plant native grasses (warm-season), such as fescues
and blue grama. These species use one-quarter the water of bluegrass
varieties! They will be green in the summer and dormant in the winter.
Or, use synthetic turf.

5. Efficient Irrigation – Turf, trees, shrubs,

want, this is the place!

and flowers should be zoned separately,
depending on their water needs (if you’re not
hand watering). Use rotary nozzles for turf and
drip system or bubblers for trees, shrubs, and
flowers. Water deeply and infrequently for the
plants to develop deep roots. Water during
the night or early morning hours to reduce
evaporation. Remember to adjust your irrigation timer every other month
to match the seasons and plants’ water needs.

6. Weekender’s Dream - No irrigation once these plants are established.
7. Color Cornucopia - Lots of colors and lots of textures.

The gardens are on drip irrigation with one gallon-per-hour emitters. At the
most, and only
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per month
one
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XFS Subsurface Dripline.

3. Appropriate Plants & Zone Selection –

Big Bear native plants are adapted to the cold
temperatures and dry climate of the Valley, so they are
sure to survive and thrive as part of your Xeriscape.
Be sure to see our Native
Plant Guide and visit Big Bear
nurseries to discover the variety
of Big Bear native plants.

rock gardens.

Be sure to check
out the
various shapes and styles of rocks as well as the
to this
line
different mulches. To top it off, there is a short pathway that highlights half a
dozen distinctive styles including paver stones, cobblestones, bark, pebbles,
and flagstone. You’ll be sure to find
a style or idea will work with your
yard and style. So take a stroll
along the sidewalk and maybe
your landscaping creativity will
be sparked!

soil and change its texture to allow for better percolation, moisture
retention, as well as add nutrients to the soil. About 1 to 2 inches over the
area to be tilled should be sufficient for most plants. Native plants do not
need soil amendments.
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can be found here, too.

2. Soil Improvement – Adding compost to the soil will loosen existing

Front Cover

Back Cover
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2. Chef’s Special - Hungry? You can eat these plants! Medicinal plants

scale) that depicts the major elements of your
current landscape including house, driveway,
existing trees, and other structures. Then think
about how you want to use your new3.5
Xeriscape.
Do you primarily want it for kids to play on?
Dogs to run? A shady escape? A screen from the
road? Create the conceptual plan making sure to
consider slopes, aspect, drainage, etc. Allow enough space for mature plants.

Following the Xeriscape principles outlined in this guide will help you
create a water-efficient landscape that is colorful and creative. Not only does
Xeriscaping conserve water, but it can attract birds, butterflies, and beneficial
insects while enhancing the value, comfort, and appearance of your property.

Here is a list of the theme gardens:

times so there’s always color.

1. Planning & Design – Create a drawing (to

Bear Valley Climate Zones:
USDA Plant Hardiness Zone: 7a
Sunset Magazine Climate Zone: 2b

There are seven theme gardens to represent the seven principles of Xeriscape.
There are over 80 different plant species that all are Big Bear natives or
drought-tolerant. The plants are labeled for ease of identification. Here is a list
of the theme gardens:
1. It’s a Colorful Life - Lots of beautiful flowers that bloom at different

Xeriscape Principles
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DWP’s Xeriscape
Demonstration Garden

6. Mulch – Not only does mulch reduce weed
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growth, but it keeps plant roots cool and
minimizes evaporation. Organic mulches, such
as bark, should be applied 2 to 4 inches deep
and kept about 4 to 6 inches away from the base
of the plant to reduce rot. Inorganic mulches,
such as rocks and gravel should be applied 2
to 3 inches deep and limited around plants
because it makes the area hotter.

7. Maintenance – Every landscape needs maintenance several times a

year.
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to remove dead stems, promote blooming and to control shape. Aerate turf
areas in the spring and fall and keep the grass height at 3 inches.

Flowering Perennials
MOONSHINE YARROW

IRIS

APACHE PLUME

RUSSIAN SAGE

to dark green.
Flowers: Flowers mid- to late summer. Flowers are yellow.
Horticultural Notes: Available commercially. No irrigation
needed, once established.

usually dies back to the ground each fall.
Flowers: Flowers early spring to early summer. The variously
colored flowers are held high on long flowering stalks.
Horticultural Notes: Readily available commercially. Once
established, no irrigation is needed. Transplants easily. Group
plants together to form small patches.

lobed, wedge-shaped leaves.
Flowers: Flowers from late spring through summer. Flowers:
medium-sized, white, simple rose-like flowers. Fruits: silky
tassels about 2 inches long.
Horticultural Notes: Available commercially with some
searching. Once established, requires no irrigation. Prefers
direct sun and well-drained soils.

green leaves
Flowers: Flowers in late summer and early fall. Flowers
are purple.
Horticultural Notes: Widely available commercially.
No irrigation needed, once established.

General Characteristics: An herbaceous perennial, which

3.515

3.5

Achillea sp.

Iris sp.

H: 2-4 ft. W: 2-4 ft.

H: 1-3 ft. W: 3-8 in.

CATMINT

Solidago sp.

H: 2-4 ft. W: 1-2 ft.

General Characteristics: A narrow-leaved herbaceous

perennial. The green leaves emerge each spring and die back
each fall.
Flowers: Flowers in mid-summer. Typically, doesn’t fruit.
Horticultural Notes: Available commercially with many
cultivars. Once established, irrigate once per month. A versatile
plant that tolerates many different soils and moisture conditions.
Hemerocallis sp.
H: Vegetation: 1-2 ft, Can survive with no irrigation.
Flowers: 1-3 ft. W: 1-3 ft.

SHASTA DAISY

General Characteristics: A perennial herb with dark

leaves.
Bleed -green
Any
element that prints to the
Flowers: Flowers mid-late summer. Flowers are white.
Horticultural
Notes:
Availablemust
commercially.
Water once
edge of
a printed
piece
extend
per week, once established.
to this line
Chrysanthemum maximum

H: 2-4 ft. W: 2-4 ft.

ELDERBERRY

herbaceous perennial.
Flowers: Flowers from midsummer until early fall. The many
yellow flowers cover the top third of the plant.
Horticultural Notes: At least two species are native to the
Big Bear Valley. Available commercially with many cultivars.
Once established, irrigate every two weeks. Some varieties need
no irrigation.

General Characteristics: Medium to large shrub with

Inside

Buddleia davidii

H: 4-8 ft. W: 2-5 ft.

green leaves.
Flowers: Flowers in mid to late summer. Flowers are blue, red
or white, in several shades of each.
Horticultural Notes: Widely available commercially. In most
gardens, requires no irrigation, once established. Water by deep
soaking once per month, if it shows signs of drought stress.
Tolerates full sun or partial shade.
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Sambucus sp.

H: 5-7 ft, up to 10 ft.
W: 5-6 ft, or larger

Echinacea purpurea
Tanacetum parthenium
Kniphofia sp.
Armeria maritima
Sedum sp.
Cerastium tomentosum
Tulbaghia violacea
Penstemon strictus
Alcea rosea
Bergenia cordifolia
Agastache sp.
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compound leaves.
Flowers: Flowers late Spring and early Summer. Flowers
white to cream-colored in large clusters at tip of branches.
Fruits: many reddish to bluish berries.
Horticultural Notes: Available commercially with some
searching. Requires some irrigation in summer. Birds and
other animals love the ripe berries.

PAPRIKA YARROW

OREGON GRAPE

HONEYSUCKLE

to dark green.
Flowers: Flowers mid- to late summer. Flowers are reddish.
Horticultural Notes: Available commercially. Deep soak
once per month, once established.

green leaves.
Flowers: Flowers in late spring and early summer. Flowers
are yellow.
Horticultural Notes: Widely available commercially. No
irrigation needed, once established.

green leaves.
Flowers: Flowers mid- to late summer. Flowers are reddish,
yellow, or white.
Horticultural Notes: Available commercially. Deep soak
once per month, once established. Has a sprawling habit, but
will climb on a fence or trellis with support.

Achillea sp.

H: 1-3 ft. W: 1-2 ft.

Grasses:
GRAMA (some varieties can be used for turf)
FESCUE (some varieties can be used for turf)
ONION GRASS
RICE GRASS
WILD RYE
NEEDLE GRASS
FEATHER REED GRASS
MUHLY
KARL FOERSTER’S GRASS

Bouteloua sp.
Festuca sp.
Melica sp.
Oryzopsis sp.
Elymus sp.
Achnatherum sp.
Calamagrostis sp.
Muhlenbergia sp.
Calamagrostis x acutiflora

General Characteristics: A perennial vine with dark

General Characteristics: A perennial shrub with

Berberis sp.

H: 3-6 ft. W: 2-4 ft.

Trees:
COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE
MOUNTAIN MAHOGANY
GAMBEL OAK
MAPLE
CRABAPPLE
FRUITLESS CHERRY
PEAR
PINE
CEDAR

Lonicera japonica

H: 6-7 ft.
W: 3-4 ft. with support, 10-12 ft. if sprawled.

MEADOW SAGE

General Characteristics: A perennial shrub with green

Picea pungens
Cercocarpus sp.
Quercus gambelii
Acer sp.
Malus sp.

Salvia nemorosa

H: Vegetation: 1-2 ft.
W: 2-4 ft.

Prunus sp.

leaves. Dies back to the ground each winter and re-emerges
in spring.
Flowers: Flowers late spring and summer. Flowers are purple.
Horticultural Notes: Available commercially. Requires
no irrigation, once established. Dead-head to stimulate
more flowers.

LAVENDER

General Characteristics: An herbaceous, perennial shrub.

Pyrus sp.
Pinus sp.
Cedrus sp.

Lavandula sp.

H: 1-3 ft. W: 1-5 ft.

H: 2-3 ft. W: 2-3 ft.

ECHINACEA
FEVER FEW
RED HOT POKER
SEA PINK
SEDUM
SNOW-IN-SUMMER
SOCIETY GARLIC
ROCKY MOUNTAIN PENSTEMON
HOLLYHOCK
BERGENIA
HUMMINGBIRD MINT

Perovskia atriplicifolia

General Characteristics: A perennial shrub with

General Characteristics: A perennial herb. Leaves are pale
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DAYLILY

3.485

BUTTERFLY BUSH
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General Characteristics: A broad-leaved herbaceous

H: Vegetation: 8-12”,
Flowers: 1-2 ft. W: 1-2 ft.

H: 4-5 ft. W: 4-5 ft.

Inside

CORAL BELLS

perennial. The dark green leaves are evergreen.
Flowers: Flowers from mid spring until fall if
dead-headed. The blood-red flowers are held high on long
flowering stalks.
Horticultural Notes: Available commercially with many
Heuchera sanguinea cultivars. Once established, irrigate every week or two.

Fallugia paradoxa

General Characteristics: A broad to narrow-leaved
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H: 2-3 ft. W: 3-5 ft.

General Characteristics: A perennial shrub with gray-

3.55

GOLDENROD

General Characteristics: An herbaceous shrub-like

perennial with medium-sized, green leaves. Dies back to the
ground each winter.
Flowers: Flowers from late spring to fall. Flowers are
bluish-purple.
Horticultural Notes: Available commercially. Once
established, requires no irrigation. Will flower a second time if
deadheaded. Very attractive to pollinators. Prefers full sun, but
will tolerate partial shade.

General Characteristics: An evergreen, woody shrub with
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General Characteristics: A perennial herb. Leaves are pale

Nepeta x faassenii

Shrubs

Leaves light to dark green.
Flowers: Flowers mid- to late summer. The blue, purple or
white flowers are held high on long flowering stalks. May reflower if dead-headed
Horticultural Notes: Available commercially, many
varieties. No irrigation is needed, once established.

BLUE MIST
CURRANT
SHRUBBY POTENTILLA
SPIREA
TRUMPET VINE
LITTLELEAF MOCK ORANGE
ORANGE FIRETHORN
LILAC
GRAYA
SANTOLINA
M E R I C A’ S
GRO-LOW SUMAC
JUPITER’S BEARD

Caryopteris x clandonensis
Ribes sp.
Potentilla fruticosa
Spirea sp.
Campsis radicans
Philadelphis microphyllus
Pyracantha angustifolia
Syringia sp.
Santolina chamaecyparissus
Rhus aromatica
Centranthus ruber

PRINT SHOP

